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CARRABBA’S ITALIAN GRILL AND FLEMING’S PRIME STEAKHOUSE & WINE SIGN ON AS TOWNE CENTER AT CEDAR LODGE’S NEWEST TENANTS

National Restaurant Concepts Expand Into Baton Rouge Market 


BATON ROUGE, July 8, 2004 –Towne Center at Cedar Lodge – Louisiana’s first lifestyle center – has struck another homerun with its newest tenants.  Carrabba’s Italian Grill and Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar have signed on as the lifestyle center’s first restaurants.  This marks an important expansion into the Baton Rouge market for both national restaurant concepts.


Carrabba’s Italian Grill, Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar will join anchor tenant Whole Foods Market®.  


“We couldn’t have asked for better restaurants for Towne Center at Cedar Lodge.  Both concepts bring the people of Baton Rouge unique dining experiences of the highest caliber,” said Stephen Keller, president of Creekstone Companies, Towne Center at Cedar Lodge’s developer.  “Once they were introduced to Towne Center at Cedar Lodge, all the restaurants agreed this was the perfect location for their entry into the Baton Rouge market.”

  
The citizens of Baton Rouge will soon be introduced to Carrabba’s Italian Grill – known for its Italian specialties made from original family recipes handed down over generations – since this marks the Italian Grill’s first restaurant in Louisiana.  The lively exhibition kitchen, fresh-from-scratch food, and friendly, knowledgeable staff offer diners genuine hospitality seven days a week.  
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Founders Johnny Carrabba and his uncle Damian Mandola, hosts of the popular PBS cooking show, Cucina Sicilia, have searched the world over for the highest quality ingredients used in recipes that range from the traditional lasagna and spaghetti and meatballs to fresh grilled fish, seafood and meats cooked over a wood fire grill.


Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar has also chosen Towne Center at Cedar Lodge for its first concept in Louisiana.  Fleming’s is the ultimate steakhouse destination for lovers of fine wine, with a signature 100 wines by-the-glass program and a special wine flight tasting menu created by Marian Jansen op de Haar, Fleming’s director of wine.


Fleming’s menu features USDA prime corn-fed beef, all aged to perfection and hand-cut on-site daily into generously thick steaks.  The restaurant also earns accolades for its meaty chops, fresh grilled fish and poultry, and generous fresh salads and side orders.  A unique dining experience, Fleming’s is perfect for a family birthday, a night out with the girls, a business dinner or simply a glass of wine after work.


In addition to Whole Foods Market and these national restaurant concepts, the center will have a blend of local, regional and national tenants, as well as an office component.  Located on 48 acres of land bound by Jefferson Highway and Corporate Boulevard, the entire commercial portion of the development has 440,400 square feet of leasable office and retail space.

Towne Center at Cedar Lodge will feature Mediterranean architecture, pedestrian walkways, elegant lighting, cascading fountains, and other charming amenities.  Construction is expected to begin in the first quarter of this year and the first stores/restaurants are expected to open in the fourth quarter.    
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Anyone interested in leasing information is encouraged to call George Kurz, with Kurz & Hebert at 225.925.0600, or Ed James, with Moody Rambin at 713.773.5548.  People can also visit www.townecenteratcedarlodge.com. 

About Creekstone Companies


Founded in 1988, The Creekstone Companies are a fully integrated real estate investment group, offering real estate acquisition, development, construction, and property management services.  The Houston-based company has built more than $170 million in commercial properties and $100 million in single-family residences, in addition to owning 2,000 multifamily units and five shopping centers.  Creekstone has built and developed major projects in over 15 states.

About Carrabba’s Italian Grill

Carrabba’s Italian Grill is a partnership of Outback Steakhouse, Inc. (NYSE: OSI) which operates Outback Steakhouse, Bonefish Grill, Roy’s, Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar, Lee Roy Selmon’s and Cheeseburger in Paradise.

About Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar was launched in Newport Beach, California in 1998 by successful restaurant industry veterans Paul Fleming and Bill Allen.  Today there are 22 locations nationwide, including the new Baton Rouge location. The recipient of numerous prestigious dining awards, Fleming’s most recently earned 18 Wine Spectator magazine Awards of Excellence, one for every restaurant open at the time of judging.  For more information, visit www.flemingssteakhouse.com.
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