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WHOLE FOODS MARKET® TO BE TOWNE CENTER 

AT CEDAR LODGE’S ANCHOR TENANT

Announcement Marks Grocer’s Expansion Into Baton Rouge


BATON ROUGE, July 31, 2003 – Baton Rouge is experiencing yet another “first” as Creekstone Capital, LLC and Whole Foods Market® (Nasdaq: WFMI) today announce that the world's largest natural and organic foods supermarket will be the anchor tenant in Towne Center at Cedar Lodge, the state’s first lifestyle center to be located on 48 acres of land bound by Jefferson Highway and Corporate Boulevard.  This will be Whole Foods Market’s third store in Louisiana.


The 45,770 square-foot store promises to offer residents of Baton Rouge a shopping experience unlike anything else found in this city.  Whole Foods Market will bring its trademark assets to the area by featuring the highest quality, mouth-watering foods that are free of artificial additives, sweeteners, colorings, preservatives and hydrogenated oils, as well as outstanding customer service.  The new store, which will appeal to a variety of customers ranging from health-conscious households to serious gourmet cooks, will offer a wide variety of natural and organic groceries, the freshest produce available, natural meats, imported and domestic beer and wine, an unmatched variety of fresh seafood, a wide variety of hearth-baked, crusty breads, cheeses from around the world, products from local growers and manufacturers, and hundreds of chef-prepared dishes for people who love great food.
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“Whole Foods Market is a bulls-eye, perfect match for Towne Center at Cedar Lodge,” said Stephen Keller, president of Creekstone Capital, the center’s developer.  “Whole Foods Market adds value to a lifestyle center concept and provides synergy with the other tenants.”

"We saw an opportunity that will allow residents of Baton Rouge to indulge their passion for great food by providing an unprecedented selection of fresh ingredients and prepared foods," said Will Paradise, Southwest region president, Whole Foods Market. "Our team at Whole Foods Market looks forward to opening its doors to local residents, offering a place for friends and family to meet, shop & relax.  In addition, our new store will bring more than 100 new jobs to the community."

Towne Center at Cedar Lodge and its tenants represent a giant step forward in Baton Rouge’s development.  Mayor-President Bobby Simpson has supported this project from the very beginning because it has the potential to create a momentum that will lead to future projects of this magnitude.  


“In addition to new jobs in an award-winning work culture, Whole Foods Market brings a new food choice for our citizens.  Future developments and projects, such as Towne Center at Cedar Lodge, are all about a better quality of life for our families, and I like that,” said Simpson.

In addition to Whole Foods Market, the center will have a blend of local, regional and national tenants, as well as an office component comprised of three office buildings that will range from two-to-six stories.  The entire commercial portion of the development has 440,400 square feet of leasable office and retail space.
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Towne Center at Cedar Lodge will feature Mediterranean architecture, pedestrian walkways, elegant lighting, cascading fountains, and other charming amenities.  Construction is expected to begin in the first quarter of next year, and Whole Foods Market will be open for business in early 2005, according to Keller.


Anyone interested in leasing information is encouraged to call George Kurz, with Kurz & Hebert at 225.925.0600, or Ed James, with Moody Rambin at 713.773.5548.  People can also visit www.townecenteratcedarlodge.com. 

About Creekstone Companies


Founded in 1988, The Creekstone Companies are a fully integrated real estate investment group, offering real estate acquisition, development, construction, and property management services.  The Houston-based company has built more than $170 million in commercial properties and $100 million in single-family residences, in addition to owning 2,000 multifamily units and five shopping centers.  Creekstone has built and developed major projects in over 15 states.

About Whole Foods Market®
Founded in 1980 in Austin, Texas, Whole Foods Market (www.wholefoodsmarket.com) is the world’s largest natural and organic foods supermarket. In fiscal year 2002, the company had sales of $2.7 billion and currently has 145 stores in the United States and Canada. The Whole Foods Market motto, “Whole Foods, Whole People, Whole Planet”™ captures the company’s mission to find success in customer satisfaction and wellness, employee excellence and happiness, enhanced shareholder value, community support, and environmental improvement. Whole Foods Market and Harry’s Farmers Market® are registered trademarks owned by Whole Foods Market and its affiliates. The company employs more than 27,000 team members and has been ranked for six consecutive years as one of the “Top 100 Companies to Work for” in America by Fortune magazine.
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